Wessex Gardens Primary &
Nursery School
Wessex Gardens, Golders Green, London NW11 9RR
Tel: 020 8455 9572 Email: office@wessexgardens.barnet.sch.uk
Headteacher: Alexander Banks Deputy Headteacher: Gorana Henry

Newsletter
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School Reminders, Requests
& Information

Welcome to this week’s
Newsletter
Welcome to our first newsletter of this academic year. I would like to especially
welcome all our new families. I hope you and your children are settling well
into Wessex Gardens.
Thank you for your resilience around our building work! It has limited us
slightly but the impact has been minimal. We are hoping that the works will be
finished very soon!
I hope you managed to attend the meet the teacher meetings and found them
useful. The PowerPoints shared at the meetings will be on our website by the
end of the coming week.
You will see in the information below that we offer an after school club. Please
do consider this, we are flexible regarding the days and times you require.
Finally it is almost our harvest celebration. We are once again collecting for
Homeless Action in Barnet. Please donate whatever you can!

Clubs starting next week:
Football Years 4-6 Monday 17/09/19 9 (10 weeks)
Dance & Movement Years3-6 Monday 17/09/19 (10 weeks)
Gymnastics Y3&4 Wednesday 19/09/19 (10 weeks)
Basketball Year 5-6 Friday 21/09/19 (10 weeks)
Football Years 1-3 Friday 21/09/19 (10 weeks)
Girls football squad training Tuesday 18/09/19
Boys football squad Wednesday 19/09/19
G&T Athletics Thursday 20/09/19
ESOL conversation classes will continue on Thursday 19th September 1.003.00pm in the Rainbow House. These classes are very good if you would like to
improve your English and are for those who already speak some English.
The annual Harvest Festival will be on 24th September. School Council would be
delighted to receive donations of tinned or dried foods for their Harvest Festival
Assembly—further details to follow.
Macmillian coffee morning Monday 29th September—save the date. We would
be delighted to receive donations of home made cakes/biscuits on the day, to sell
at our coffee morning to raise money for this very worthy cause. All welcome.

Thank you for your continuing support.
Alexander Banks
Headteacher

We are delighted to announce that the Book Fair will be visiting us again week
commencing 23rd September—further details to follow.

After School Club

Opportunities at Wessex Gardens/Staff Vacancies
Post Title: Welfare /Teaching Assistant
We are looking for a caring and inspirational Welfare/Teaching Assistant who
is committed to providing medical support to our children. We need someone
who is inclusive and who will support our children's medical needs.
Please visit the school website for further details and to download the
application form https://www.wessexgardens.co.uk

Our After School Club is pleased to offer an engaging, fun and varied
programme of play activities. Providing indoor and outdoor options that
promotes creativity, problem solving, learning and team work through Sport,
Art, ICT, Gardening, board games and more. Our After School Club is
delivered in a safe and nurturing environment for children to enjoy the option
of an extended day within the school setting. The Club runs Monday to Friday
from 3.30-5.45pm, welcoming children from Reception to Year 6.
Further details and registration forms can be obtained from the school office.

Closing date for applications: Noon on Wednesday 25th September 2019
Interview date: Tuesday 1st October 2019

Post Title : Early Years / Childcare Practitioner Apprentice
We are seeking to appoint an early years apprentice.
This is an excellent opportunity for a school leaver, or someone who wishes
to work whilst studying for the qualification.

Further information about the role and the application process is
available from:
https://www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk/apprenticeship/-441049

Term Dates 2019/2020
Autumn Term 2019
First Half:
Half Term Holiday:
(school closed)
Second Half:
Spring Term 2020
First Half:
Half Term Holiday:
(school closed)
Second Half:
Summer Term 2020
First Half:
VE Day:
Half Term Holiday:
(school closed)
Second Half:

04.09.2019-18.10.2019
21.10.2019– 25.10.2019
28.10.2019– 19.12.2019
06.01.2020–14.02.2020
17.02.2020– 21.02.2020
24.02.2020– 03.04.2020
20.04.2020-21.05.2020
08.05.2020 (school closed)
22.05.2020–29.05.2020
01.06.2020– 17.07.2020

Tea with the Head

Nursery

Welcome back to all the returning children and their families. We hope that you had
a restful and fun Summer holiday. This week we have started to settle in new children and
will continue to do so over the next few weeks. We will be focusing on saying good bye to
the parents, developing friendships, confidence and
self help skills
through playing different games and activities. Hopefully it is going to be an enjoyable
experience for all the children.

Reception It's been a very exciting week as our new starters have been arriving every day, and we
have welcomed back our Nursery children. All the children are beginning to learn the new
routines and new environment, as well as making new friends. We will shortly be adding
photos to Tapestry to show how nicely the children have been playing. Lots of children
showed an interest in the home corner where they have been acting out their experiences
at home. Please remember to help your child by naming all of their possessions including
water bottles. Thank you!

Year 1

What an exciting start back at school we've had! The Year 1s have come back refreshed
and bubbling with energy, and we've loved seeing them explore their new classes! This
week we've been talking about what makes us all 'MARVELLOUS'! Some children are super
-fast runners, others are good at counting whilst others love to imagine whole new worlds
and stories! In Maths we've started looking at sorting and counting a variety of objects see if they can continue this at home! We've also enjoyed starting our new topic, learning
about the world around us - ask your child what we've been doing and make sure to look
out for interesting places in your local area!

Year 2

We've had a great start to the year! This week, we have started learning about place value
in Maths, specifically understanding the difference between the tens and ones digits in
two-digit numbers up to 100 (eg. 76). We have also refreshed our memories on part-whole
models. In English, we have been writing about ourselves and our families. Also, we have
begun learning how to find different places in the world in atlases, on maps and on globes
in Geography lessons. Thank you to all parents who helped their children with their Topic
Quest homework over the summer. The children's lovely work is displayed outside the
Year 2 classrooms- come have a look!

Year 3

Year 3 have had an excellent week back exploring The Stone Age. They have been busy
creating their own weapons and enjoyed testing these out during our hunt in the Secret
Garden. We are impressed with the creativity and enthusiasm they have displayed this
week! We are looking forward to seeing what they will create next week.

Year 4

Year 4 are now experts on the ancient Romans. We've learnt the legend of Romulus and
Remus, how the Romans invaded Britain in 43 AD, how and why the Romans built their
roads and about the Roman gods and goddesses. We've also had great fun making Roman
coins, and learning about Roman numerals. Today, we went to the British Museum to visit
the Roman galleries and to attend a workshop about Roman coins.

Year 5

We have had a fantastic start to the year with children showcasing their brilliant Topic
Quest homework. We have had a fun week learning about Ancient Greece through
research, art and stories. Children have displayed their amazing art and D&T skills with
Silva when making their Greek clay pots. Next week, we will begin learning about place
value in maths, and children will produce an extended piece of writing about themselves.

Year 6

A warm welcome back to all our families! We have been so impressed by the children's
levels of maturity as they enter their final year at Wessex Gardens Primary School. We
have begun this half term's Topic Quest unit - 'What is it like in the Amazon Rainforest?'
and have been extending this learning into our reading and writing. The children have
been using some ambitious vocabulary to write poems about the Amazon and are now
beginning a unit of work on narrative writing. What a great start!

Letters home:
02.09.2019
05.09.2019
06.09.2019
06.09.2019
06.09.2019
06.09.2019
05.09.2019
11.09.2019

Y3-6 School Dinners—Autumn term costs (by email)
Welcome back letter from Mr Banks (by email)
Y3&4 Gymnastics Club
Y1,2,3 Football Club
Y4,5,6, Football Club
Y4&6 Basketball Club
Y3-6 Dance & Movement Club
Y6 SATs revision books

Dates for your diary—the week ahead
17/09/2019 Y1—Meet the Teacher meeting 9am
18/09/2019 Y4– Meet the Teacher meeting 9am

Tea with the head - 6/9/19
Hamdan
Henrique
Rauf
Ethan
James
Carmelita
Sam
Szymon
Rares
Hollie
Zaid
Rokya

Pine
Chestnut
Palm
Redwood
Oak
Cedar
Hawthorn
Hazel
Sycamore
Acacia
Magnolia
Mahogany

Tea with the head 13/9/19
Greta
Charlie
Obay
Dauhud
Ibrahim
Devisa
Julia
Ava
Diana
Yara

Pine
Chestnut
Palm
Redwood
Cedar
Oak
Acacia
Sycamore
Mahogany
Magnolia

Well done!

Attendance and Punctuality this week
Attendance % Lates
Chestnut
Pine
Palm
Redwood
Cedar
Oak
Hawthorn
Hazel
Acacia
Sycamore
Magnolia
Mahogany

94%
91%
88%
90%
98%
97%
93%
95%
91%
93%
97%
92%

1
0
2
0
0
2
2
0
0
3
3
1

No classes achieved 100% attendance this
week.

