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Welcome to this week’s
Newsletter
Dear Parents and Carers,
This is our final Newsletter of 2020. What a year it
has been!
I’d like to begin by saying a huge thank you to all our incredible staff.
Despite the challenges this term has brought, we have managed to
stay open. All staff have worked incredibly hard and I know you will
join me in wishing everyone a restful and well deserved break.

School Reminders, Requests &
Information
Dates for your diary
04.01.2021
05.01.2021

Inset day—school closed
School & Nursery reopen

Very Important: Please remember to send an email to
office@wessexgardens.barnet.sch.uk
straight away if your child develops COVID related symptoms between 3.30pm
today and 3.30pm on Saturday 19th December 2020. List of what to do in
separate box on this page.

Keeping everyone safe has been our top priority. Thank you for
following all our expectations. It is not easy having to communicate
through layers of cloth! It looks like we will need to be just as cautious
up until at least Easter but come the summer; we hope and pray that
we may be almost back to normal!
Finally, I am so proud of our children. They have managed this difficult
term so well. We haven’t had any trips, or taken part in any inter
school sporting activities or even been able to be together in
assemblies. Nevertheless, they have grown physically and emotionally
and are making great progress.
I wish you all a relaxing, happy and safe Christmas holiday. We look
forward to welcoming everyone back on Tuesday 5th January.
Alexander Banks
Headteacher

What to do if my child shows symptoms
of Covid-19 during the Christmas break

Friday 18th December 2020 to
Monday 4th January 2021
School Closed—Christmas Holiday

School & Nursery reopen on Tuesday 5th January 2021

Reception September 2021
Nursery parents/carers applications are still open for children due to
start in Reception class in September 2021. Information has previously
been sent home and is also available on the school website.
Applications need to be made online at www.eadmissions.org.uk before
the closing date of 15th January 2021. Children attending Nursery will
not automatically be given a place in Reception so please make sure
you apply on time.

Letters home:
Nurs-Y6 Information for Parents regarding COVID19
Contact Tracing over the Christmas Holiday period

Between: 3:30 pm 17th December and 3:30 pm 19th December
Email the school (office@wessexgardens.barnet.sch.uk) writing SYMPTOMS in the subject box.
Book a test
Inform the school of your test results by email
(office@wessexgardens.barnet.sch.uk) writing RESULTS in the subject box.
If the result is POSITIVE we will be in touch to identify close contacts
If the result is NEGATIVE there is no further action
Between: 3:30 pm 19th December to 3rd January
My child is showing symptoms of COVID-19.
There is no need to contact the school
Book a test
Follow the advice from NHS track and trace

Nus-Y6 Poster information COVID19
Contact Tracing over the Christmas Holiday period
Nurs-Y6 Val’s funeral arrangements
Letters can also be found on the school website:
www.wessexgardens.co.uk

TERM DATES 2020-2021

SPRING TERM 2021
FIRST HALF:
HALF TERM HOLIDAY:
SECOND HALF:

Tuesday 5th January – Friday 12th February
Monday 15th February – Friday 19th February
Monday 22nd February – Wednesday 31st March

SUMMER TERM 2021
FIRST HALF:
MAY DAY:
HALF TERM HOLIDAY:
SECOND HALF:

Monday 19th April – Thursday 27th May
Monday 3rd May
Friday 28th May – Friday 4th June
Monday 7th June – Friday 23rd July

Nursery

We have had another busy week in Nursery accessing lots of different activities both indoors and outdoors. We are
continuing to share stories about Christmas and Winter at story time. We have enjoyed playing with figures of
elves at work, snow people and Santa with our dolls house. This week we made fantastic party crowns and salt
dough decorations. The highlight of our week has certainly been our Christmas party. Please help your child learn
their fridge words relating to shapes. In maths, we have been continuing to join in with festive counting
rhymes. We would like to say a big thank you for all the wonderful 'snow people' and many other wonderful
experiences uploaded to Tapestry this term. Many thanks for all the contributions to our Christmas party. We
really appreciate all of your efforts and have been very impressed with the examples of learning at home which you
have uploaded to your child's learning journal. We wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
The Nursery Team

Reception In Reception, this week, we have been very busy preparing for Christmas and our end of term party. The children

have been enthusiastically adding finishing touches to the Christmas decorations and calendars as well as practising
Christmas songs for our Tapestry singalong. In phonics, we have continued revising phase 2 phonics and high
frequency words and in maths we have been focusing on taking away. We would like to wish a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year to all Reception children and their families. Thank you very much for your
continued support over this term.
Year 1 & 2 We have had a busy final week of the Autumn term! In design and technology we built bridges made out of dried

spaghetti and marshmallows. For this challenge, we worked in teams to build bridges that could support a weight.
In RE we learnt the story of nativity and why we celebrate Christmas. In maths, Year 2 have continued to explore
money. We looked at selecting the correct coins as well as making the same amount in different ways. In Year 1, we
have been exploring shape and pattern. This includes continuing a pattern as well as identifying common 2d and 3d
shapes. Please support your child in completing their homework for their new topic- muck, mess and mixtures. We
wish you all a lovely holiday!
Year 3

We have had such a fantastic term! Thank you children and families for working so hard, there have been lots of
improvements. This week, we have finished off the term by writing a diary entry from the point of view of Lila
(the main character from 'The Firework Maker's Daughter), completing some maths assessments and learning more
about online safety. Our parties were a great way to finish the term and to celebrate our achievements and our
friendships. We wish you all a happy Christmas and a healthy, safe and prosperous New Year- let's make it a great
one!

Year 4

Year 4 have had an exciting end of term. We have been busy writing radio adverts to promote our wonderful
Wessex Gala's. We have been using wonderful persuasive language in order to entice our listeners as well as
rhetorical questions. Do you think you could write one? Why don't you have a go and share them? We have been
sharing ours! We have also been sharing lots of lovely treats and would like to take this opportunity to say thank
you to all of our lovely parents! We hope you have a brilliant break!

Year 5

Year 5's last week has been filled with lots of creative activities! We have practised using the running and blanket
stitch in design & technology to create some fantastic space themed Christmas decorations for you to hang on your
tree at home. In English, the children have created their own imaginary creatures and have produced descriptions
of them using figurative language. In maths, we have finished our statistics topic and we're now able to read and
interpret pictograms, bar charts, line graphs and two-way tables.
We say goodbye to our stargazers topic and welcome our new topic all about the Pharaohs; please ensure your
child completes the topic quest tasks which can be found on the school website > Curriculum > Year Pages > Year
5.
Thank you for your continued support this term, we wish you a very merry Christmas and an enjoyable break with
your families.

Year 6

As we arrive at the end of our first term together, I would like to take this opportunity to thank all parents and
carers for the support that you have shown during, under current circumstances, what has been a challenging
term! The children's adaptability and hard work has been a credit to them and we have thoroughly enjoyed the
learning that has taken place. Despite the holidays being so close, learning has not stopped in year 6 this week, and
we have finished our topic work by writing free verse poetry related to Mexico, as well as completing our maths
unit on the four operations. Of course, no Autumn term would be complete without the Christmas party which the
children (and staff!) enjoyed on Wednesday afternoon. Many thanks for all of your donations for party food.
Wishing you all a very restful Christmas break - we look forward to seeing the children again in the New Year!

