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School Reminders,
Requests & Information
Welcome to this week’s
Newsletter
This has been a fantastic week. Our focus has been on the
curriculum area DESIGN and TECHNOLOGY. This is all about designing for a
purpose, making and evaluating.The focus for the week has been food in some
year groups and fabrics in others. The quality of the learning has been
incredible!

Dates for your diary
11.12.2019

I am writing this having just watched our Nativity. A huge well done to Year 4
for their excellent retelling of the Christmas story, the quality of the singing
was especially high.

11.12.2019
11.12..2019

As with previous years, we hold collections after our Nativity and KS1
performances. This year we will be collecting for Together in Barnet, a charity
that runs a shelter for the homeless in Barnet. Children will be at the
performances with collection buckets - please dig deep! For more information
you can visit their website:

12.12.2019

https://www.togetherinbarnet.org/
Finally, do not forget our Christmas Fair next Friday! It's a great fund raising
opportunity for the school as well as a time to get together.
Have a wonderful weekend.
Alexander Banks
Headteacher

Wessex Gardens
Christmas Card Competition

13.12.2019
16.12.2019
17.12.2019
18.12.2019
18.12.2019
19.12.2019

Non uniform day
Rec-Y2 to bring donations of cakes for Christmas Fair
Y3-6 to bring £1 donation for Christmas Fair
Christmas lunch
Year 1&2 Christmas concert 2.15pm
Year 2 parents invited
Years 1&2 Christmas concert 2.15pm
Year 1 parents invited
Christmas Fair 3.30-5.00pm
Year 3 trip to Natural History Museum
Nurs & Rec sing-a-long
Class parties
Last day of term for Nursery
Last day of term for school
School closing early 1.30pm

There has been a change of date for the Year 1 & 2 Christmas concert
which will now be performed on Wednesday 11th (instead of Friday
13th December) Year 2 parents are invited to attend on this day. The
performance on Thursday 12th December remains unchanged and Year
1 parents are invited to watch. For each performances parents to arrive
for 2.15pm. Thank you.

We are delighted to announce the winner of our Christmas
Card Competition, Jalwa in Magnolia Class.
The winning design will appear on this year’s Wessex
Gardens Christmas card that we send to our friends and
colleagues in neighbouring schools, and the local borough
of Barnet.

Christmas Fair
The Christmas Fair will be on Friday
13th December from 3.30-5.00pm. If
you are able to help please return the reply slip
to the school office as soon as possible. Thank
you.

Letters home this week:
No letters home this week.

Tea with the Head

Nursery

This week we have started to prepare our classroom for Christmas. The children were busy
putting up and decorating the Christmas tree as well as making decorations to create a
festive atmosphere in the Nursery. We made wish lists to post them to Santa in our Post
Office role-play area and decorated mini Christmas trees to take home. The children have
been practising some songs for the Early Years Singalong on 17th December. We hope that
all parents will be able to come to enjoy their children's first ever school performance!

Reception We have had a very enjoyable Design and Technology week, during which we have been
exploring healthy food. At the beginning of the week we had a letter from Charlie and Lola
(from TV fame), and we discovered that Lola does not like eating healthily! Since then we
have been helping Lola to learn how to enjoy vegetables and fruit. We did a taste test of
different vegetables and we also designed a fruit dish to encourage her to try new fruits. It
was very successful and we had lots of fun chopping and creating. Try this at home and
send us your pictures on Tapestry!

Year 1

We've had a deliciously great D&T week in Year 1! Charlie wrote to us this week to ask us
to create a fruit salad that Lola would actually eat! The children designed an exciting fruit
salad plate and worked on their peeling and chopping skills as they made their final
product. We loved how the designs came out and our evaluations were very positive! The
children have been asking if they can do it at home too - please do encourage them,
though also remember that an adult should be present when peeling and chopping using
sharp implements! In maths we looked at 2D shapes and the patterns we can make with
them, before starting some work on place value. We've also been working extremely hard
on our Christmas show dances and songs - we can't wait to show you next week!

Year 2

We have been very busy during our last full week leading up to our Christmas show. A
huge thank you to all of those parents that have worked with their children at home to
help them remember their lines, as well as the lyrics to the songs. The children have come
a long way since our first rehearsal- thank you! On top of all the rehearsing, the children
have continued learning about money, both in pounds and pence. They have also been
reading some great stories and discussing them as a class.

Year 3

This week Year 3 have had a brilliant D&T week focused around baking and
decorating 'the ginger bread man'. They began the week carrying out research and
investigating the origins of this sweet treat. They then conducted research to see what
flavours were most favoured by their peers. The results have been fantastic and we are
impressed with their creativity and imagination while making this incredible treat. We are
sure there are promising 'Master chefs' in our midst! They have taken great care to
package and present these beautifully as gifts, so please do take the time to read their
lovely tags. We hope you enjoy these delicious treats!

Year 4

The children (and adults!) have worked really hard this week to perfect their performance
of the Nativity Play. There has been a rehearsal every day, and extra singing practise
too. We hope you enjoyed watching the play if you were able to join the audience! In
mathematics this week, we have continued investigating multiplication and division. Our
geography work has involved studying maps and naming the continents and oceans.

Year 5

What an exciting week Year 5s have had! We thoroughly enjoyed our trip to Kentish Town
City Farm, and had a lovely experience visiting the animals and learning about plants.
Another amazing event we had last week Friday was our Family Reading Morning. We are
so grateful to have had so many parents come in to read with their children. It was such an
enjoyable experience for the children and a pleasant time to spend with your child hearing
them read, we hope to hold many more of these events in the coming year. We have been
spending some creative time making Christmas baubles and 3D snowflakes. This week in
learning, we have been recounting the events which occurred on our trip to Kentish Town
City Farm and in maths, we have been analysing, interpreting and reading graphs.

Year 6

It's DT week! As well as keeping up with our maths, English and reading curriculum, we
were delighted to receive a letter from Mr Banks, inviting Year 6 to make some new
decorations for the Wessex Gardens' Christmas tree. So far, we have collected and
analysed some data to find out what our school community would like and we are now
busy turning our designs into real-life decorations. Look out for our finished products
which should be making their way to the tree very soon!

Children invited to Tea with the Head this
week were:

Pine
Chestnut
Palm
Redwood
Oak
Cedar
Hawthorn
Hazel
Acacia
Sycamore
Magnolia
Mahogany

Alex K
Cain
Mohammed
Fatih
Damiona
Artemis
Ire
Daphne
Ilias
Ali
Abbie
Ameer

Well done!

Attendance and Punctuality this week
Attendance %
Chestnut
Pine
Palm
Redwood
Cedar
Oak
Hawthorn
Hazel
Acacia
Sycamore
Magnolia
Mahogany

98%
93%
97%
87%
95%
97%
97%
94%
95%
94%
96%
92%

Lates
2
0
0
0
2
1
1
6
0
1
3
3

No classes achieved 100% attendance
this week

