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School Reminders,
Requests & Information
Welcome to this week’s
Newsletter
Dates for your diary
Happy New Year! I do hope everyone had a great break. It is
wonderful to see that the children have come back to school
ready to learn.
We launched our centenary year on 7th January with a special
assembly. Mrs Jill Summers, our Chairman of Governors, told
the children about her days at Wessex Gardens over 70 years
ago! The children were enthralled - especially hearing about
the school hamster! We ended the celebration with a piece of
Centenary cake for everyone! Keep an eye out for more events
as we move through the year.
Have a super weekend.

15.01.2020
16.01.2020

Last day to apply for Reception place starting
September 2020
Y5 trip to Buddhist Temple

17.01.2020
17.01.2020
17.01.2020
20.01.2020
20.01.2020
22.01.2020
23.01.2019
27.01.2020
28.01.2020
30.01.2020
31.01.2020

Year 4 trip to British Museum
After school Basketball club starts
After school Football club Y1-3 starts
After school Football club Y3-6 starts
After school Dance & Movement club starts
After school Gymnastics club starts
Y5 & 6 Road Safety Workshops
Y5 Science Workshop at Whitefield School
Y3 Assembly for parents—9.00am
Year 2 trip to Natural History Museum
KS2 Family Reading morning

Alexander Banks
Headteacher
Ruby House were winners with the most House points last term
and were able to come to school in their own clothes (non uniform) on the last day of term.

Admission to Reception
September 2020
Letters home this week:
Y4
Y3-6
Y1-3
Y4-6
Y4,5&6
Y3&4
Y3,4&5
Y5
Y2

Trip to British Museum 17.01.2020
Dinner money costs for Spring term 2020
After school Football club
After school Football club
After school Basketball club
After school Gymnastics club
After school Dance & Movement club
Trip to Fo Guang Shan London Temple 16.01.2020
Trip to Natural History Museum 30.01.2020
Joker’s Corner

What do you get if you cross a fish with an elephant?
Swimming trunks!

If your child was born between 01.09.2015-31.08.2016 they will be due to
start Reception class in September 2020. If you have not already applied
for a place for your child please log into the eadmissions to apply for a
primary school place. The last day for applications is 15th January
2020. Should you experience any problems please speak to Mrs Baker in
the school office who will be happy to help you.

Friday Brain Teasers
David’s father has three sons: Snap, Crackle and …………….. ?
In which children's books will you find Conrad and Sally Waldren?
______________________________________________
Please write your answers on a piece of paper with your name and class and bring to the
school office on Monday. All correct answers will be put into a drawer and one will be selected
at random. The winner will then receive a prize. Answers along with the winner will be
announced in next weeks Newsletter.

Tea with the Head

Nursery

Welcome back and a Happy New Year to all the children and their families. We hope that
everyone had a wonderful and restful break, and the children are ready for all the exciting
things we are going to learn this term. This week we have been exploring the Hairdressers
role play and the children loved re-enacting their own experiences, making up different
scenarios, creating some amazing hair styles and learning new words related to the topic.
Please talk with your children about this week's fridge words and help them revisit
the vocabulary they have been learning at Nursery.

Reception Happy New Year to all our families! What a lovely first week we've had! We've been
reading the book 'Naughty Bus' - the children loved hearing what the bus had been up to.
Our bus role play corners have helped us to act out the different roles of passengers and
drivers, while our Small World was filled with cars and roads to navigate. The children have
some fantastic knowledge of road signs and showed their ability to be safe on our road in
the playground when we had the bikes and scooters out. We've also been very impressed
with the children's estimating skills this week, including estimating how many people were
waiting at a bus stop and estimating how man buses were in a bus station. You could try
this yourselves while you're out and about!

Year 1

Year 2

Happy New Year to all our families! We've had a fantastic first week back! We've loved
revisiting the book 'Naughty Bus' and have been discussing all the journeys we've taken on
buses ourselves. The children did some fantastic writing about this before moving on to
plan a new scene for the bus. It's been knocking over chairs in school, making a mess in the
mud and generally being a nuisance - what a naughty bus! In maths we've been focusing
on counting by adding on from a certain number on a number line, as well as finding
number bonds. The children found pairs of numbers that make 9, 12, 15 and 20. We're
very impressed with their hard work and careful thinking! We've started our topic of
Materials in Science by sorting objects by what they're made of and started thinking about
what we already know about journeys around the world. What a busy week we've had!
What a wonderful first week back! The teachers were really impressed with the Topic
Quest homework that came in this week- it is now proudly displayed outside the Year 2
classrooms! The children have begun their topic on Antarctica and have also looked at
some famous explorers, such as Christopher Columbus and Neil Armstrong. In maths, we
have begun learning about multiplication by first looking at equal and unequal groups.
Please remember to practise the 2, 5 and 10 times tables with them at home. Having these
multiplication facts memorised by the end of Year 2 will really help them as they head into
Year 3!

Year 3

This week Year 3 have had an exciting time delving into their Topic Quest. They have been
exploring the last prehistoric periods of the Bronze and Iron Ages! They have used their
historical knowledge to write instructions on how to mix tin and copper to make Bronze.
They have also been busy crafting their own beakers from clay. Their intricate dotted
designs have been impressive and we are eager to learn more about these fascinating
periods!

Year 4

We have enjoyed learning about Mesopotamia during our Topic Quest week. During this
project, the children have looked at the location of Mesopotamia, comparing it with the
countries that are there now. They have learnt about how important Mesopotamia was in
the development of farming, irrigation, technology and civilization. They have also studied
the Mesopotamian religions and myths. In maths, we have continued with our work on
multiplication, investigating multiplying three numbers, factors and prime numbers.

Children invited to Tea with the Head this
week were:

Pine
Chestnut
Palm
Redwood
Oak
Cedar
Hawthorn
Hazel
Acacia
Sycamore
Magnolia
Mahogany

Alex P
Rayhana
Vihren
Fadel
Aaliyah
Miyar
Ali
Umar
Zakaria
Isaiah
Joanna
Nikola

Well done!

Stars of the week this week are:
Wonderful Work of the Week
Hamdan, Pine Class
Munai, Redwood Class
Deen, Chestnut Class
Max, Palm Class
Superstar of the Week:
Asma, Pine Class
Charlie, Chestnut Class
Kacper, Redwood Class
Inham, Palm Class
Certificate of Merit
James, Oak Class
Saba, Cedar Class
Szymon, Hazel Class
Hassan, Hawthorn Class
Zumaya & Lucas, Sycamore Class
Amaya, Acacia Class
Sadique, Acacia Class
Mrs Gregory’s maths group, Mahogany Class
Jean David, Magnolia Class

Attendance and Punctuality this week
Attendance % Lates

Year 5

Welcome back to Wessex Gardens Primary School. We hope you had an eventful Winter
holiday and a lovely New Year. This week in Year 5, we will be concentrating on our topic
of 'Where shall we go on holiday?'. Children will be planning a holiday for Mrs Albaidhani
and Miss Borhan and will be persuading us to go on their holiday using persuasive
techniques. In English, we have been researching different countries and will begin the
process of writing a holiday brochure soon. In guided reading, we will begin our new novel
'Cosmic' which will support our gravity topic in science. Please remember we have an
exciting trip to the Buddhist temple on the 16th of January, parent helpers are welcome
and needed.

Year 6

Happy New Year and a warm welcome back to all of our Year 6 families! It has been
a productive start to the new term and we have been working hard on our Topic Quest 'Our Local Area'. Thank you to those of you who helped your child with their Topic Quest
home learning - we have enjoyed listening to and learning from a range of different
presentations. In English, we have started a new novel, 'War Game' by Michael Foreman,
which follows a young man's experiences during World War l. We have also been busy in
maths, finishing off our fractions unit and revising key concepts, in preparation for the Key
Stage 2 assessments later on in the year.

Chestnut
Pine
Palm
Redwood
Cedar
Oak
Hawthorn
Hazel
Acacia
Sycamore
Magnolia
Mahogany

98%
87%
98%
89%
95%
98%
97%
99%
99%
99%
98%
99%

3
3
2
3
2
3
7
3
3
2
3
2

No classes achieved 100% attendance this
week
Hazel, Acacia, Sycamore and Mahogany—so
close!

