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School Reminders, Requests
& Information
Welcome to this week’s
Newsletter
Our Governors had a wonderful morning with the children seeing them all in
action. They were very impressed and the children seemed delighted to see
them!
I must say a special thank you to Viki and Ava in 5 Sycamore for arranging our
Y5 and Y6 assembly on Tuesday. It was so interesting to hear about the
careers of our two visitors; a publisher of examinations and the owner of a
business selling egg whites! I hope our children felt inspired to think about
their future careers.
Finally we always have a lot of unclaimed lost property. For the sake of the
environment, and your wallets, PLEASE LABEL YOUR CHILD'S CLOTHING!
Have a wonderful weekend
Alexander Banks
Headteacher

Dates for your diary
27.01.2020
28.01.2020
29.01.2020
30.01.2020
31.01.2020
06.02.2020
07.02.2020
10.02.2020
10.02.2020
11.02.2020
14.02.2020
17-22.02.2020
24.02.2020

Y5 Science Workshop at Whitefield School
Y3 Chinese New Year assembly for parents—9.00am
EYFS Playdough workshop for parents
Year 2 trip to Natural History Museum
KS2 Family Reading morning
Y3 trip to Science Museum
School discos (further details to follow)
Science Week
Parent/Teacher consultation evening
Parent/Teacher consultation evening
Reception—Hearing & Vision
Last day of half term
Half term holiday—school closed
School & Nursery reopens

What’s Your Line?
PE News

January 2020 has been a very busy start to the year:
Our Year 5&6 Girls football team played against Dollis Primary School on
Thursday 9th January. After a tough fought match and a last minute winner, we
were unfortunately knocked out of the Girls Cup.
The Year 6 Boys football team played Millbrook School on Monday 13 th
January. The match went on to finish 2-1 to Millbrook, narrowly sending them
through over Wessex to the next round of the Cup.
Our Year 6 Boys took part in the annual football tournament on Thursday 16th
January, in which they took part in the group stages of the event, but just
missed out on progressing to the quarter finals, finishing 3rd in their group.

Our Year 5&6s had two teams taking part in a
Netball tournament on Tuesday 21st January,
against 22 other teams in Barnet, and managed
to come 2nd in both of their individual groups.
Well done everyone for your determination and
teamwork!

A big thank you to Ava and Viki in Year 5 for organising an inspiring
assembly for children in Years 5 and 6, in collaboration with Primary
Futures. We welcomed Katie Blaney, Publishing Director at
Hodder, and Alla Ouvarova, Director of Two Chicks - a company
with award winning products.
Katie and Alla took part in a 'What's Your Line?’ assembly, where
children asked them questions about their work and tried to guess
their professions. Katie and Alla then told us all about their roles and
it's safe to say that children, staff and governors, who also attended
were all inspired by their stories. Well done Ava and Viki- you are
bringing your vision for raising children's aspirations to life!

Friday Brain Teasers
Can you find the
the mistake?
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

If any children would like to attend the Netball Youth Camp during half term,
please contact Ellis Neal (Ellis.neal@englandnetball.co.uk

Last week’s Brain Teasers
David’s father has three sons:
Snap, Crackle and DAVID

Letters home this week:

In which children's books will you find
Conrad and Sally Waldren?
The Cat in the Hat

Y3-6
Y5

KS2 Family Reading morning 31.01.2020
Whitefield science workshop 27.01.2020

Joker’s Corner

Follow us on twitter @wessexgardens

What do you get when you cross
a vampire and a snowman?
Frost bite!

Tea with the Head

Nursery

This week the Nursery children have been exploring the pirates small-world play,
making up their own scenarios and learning new vocabulary. They have been
playing board games such as 'Shopping list' or 'Shape bingo' and then made their
own shopping lists and shape chicks. We have also been looking at rhythm and
rhyme, reading rhyming books and playing games such as 'Silly soup' and 'Guess the
rhyme' .

Reception This week Reception has been busy looking at boats and aeroplanes and talking
about holidays. We discussed how we travel around the world and learned some
new language, like journey. We have continued to learn new phonemes, so look out
for them in homework! In maths, we made patterns using colours and shapes,
which the children really enjoyed. We talked about how they repeat. As Chinese
New Year is about to start we were lucky enough to have some parents come and
share their experiences of this celebration with us.
Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6

This week we have been learning the story Mr Gumpy's Outing which is also by John
Burningham. This completes our two week author study. We have enjoyed retelling
the story using props and small - world play. We particularly enjoyed our visit from
'Mr Grumpy' who answered all of our questions about the story in great detail. We
were very excited about our special visitor. In maths, we have continued to
explore different subtraction methods. We are becoming very good at using a
number line! Thank you supporting your children with their homework including
reading the books on 'Bug Club.' We are making good progress with our reading.
Please continue to encourage your child to write for different purposes at home.
This week in Year 2, we have been learning lots about penguins and Antarctica. This
will help us write our non-chronological reports about penguins next week. We
have also been learning how to divide by sharing and grouping. The children also
enjoyed learning about Chinese New Year in RE, as well as about animals and their
young during science.
This week Year 3 have been exploring the Chinese New Year. They have been
learning about the many traditions surrounding this exciting time and discussing
why it is such an important Chinese festival. Year three have enjoyed delving into
the story behind this festival and have been busy researching its symbolic history.
They particularly enjoyed looking at the beliefs that underpin the animals
representing each year. They have also been busy practicing for their upcoming
assembly and have had a wonderful time preparing their performance. They are
looking forward to showing you their hard work and wish you all a happy Chinese
New Year! Gung Hay Fat Choy!
Our mathematics lessons this week have been focusing on division, including
exchanging tens for ones where necessary, and dividing with remainders. It helps
with their division work if the children have a quick recall of their times tables and
related division facts. In English, we have been writing balanced arguments based
on a scene in Varjak Paw. To help with their own work, the children have looked at
examples of balanced arguments and generated ideas in class. The children have
been continuing to investigate sound during science lessons.
After an eventful topic week and trip to the Buddhist temple, we began the process
of writing up our diaries of what happened at the Buddhist temple. In maths, we
have continued with investigations to do with factors, multiples and prime numbers
alongside revising our timetables and division facts. This week we had an exciting
assembly ‘What’s my line?’ where two of our very own Year 5 girls organised for
some adults to come in and discuss their occupations and what their work entails.
On Tuesday we had a lovely visit from our Governors. A week of lots of learning and
fun.
This week, we have been getting stuck into our science learning by making 'blood
smoothies' and finding the four components that make up our blood. We have
discussed different blood types and how some groups are compatible with others please tell your child what blood group they are (if you know), so that we can revisit
this next week. In English, we have been using the video 'The Piano' to explore how
to write a flashback, looking at the content and features used in this genre. The
children are continuing to work extremely hard in maths and have been working
with angles and decimal numbers to solve reasoning problems and puzzles.

Children invited to Tea with the Head this week
were:

Pine
Chestnut
Palm
Redwood
Oak
Cedar
Hawthorn
Hazel
Acacia
Sycamore
Magnolia
Mahogany

Greta
Calvin
Rauf
Raissa
Ardil
Ayat
Maximus
Hussain
Hosam
Vashta
Sam
Everton

Well done!

Stars of the week this week are:
Wonderful Work of the Week
Hawra, Pine class
Aaliyah, Chestnut class
Katrin, Palm class
Keyaan, Redwood
Superstar of the Week:
Samuel, Pine class
Nour, Chestnut class
Mohammed, Redwood class
Mohammed, Palm class
Certificate of Merit
Ibby, Cedar class
Dina, Oak class
Imen, Acacia class
Edi, Sycamore class
Oscar, Magnolia class
Nora, Mahogany
Class Merit
Hawthorn class
Hazel class

Attendance and Punctuality this week
Attendance % Lates
Chestnut
Pine
Palm
Redwood
Cedar
Oak
Hawthorn
Hazel
Acacia
Sycamore
Magnolia
Mahogany

98%
97%
99%
93%
97%
97%
97%
97%
94%
89%
98%
97%

2
0
0
1
2
5
4
2
1
3
6
3

No classes achieved 100% attendance this week.

