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School Reminders, Requests
& Information
Welcome to this week’s
Newsletter
What a wonderful, science-rich week at Wessex Gardens. I do hope
you managed to visit the science fair and have asked your children all about
their science learning this week. Big thanks to Mr Griffiths for organising such a
successful event!
The children have been set their topic quest homework for the half term. I do
hope you enjoy exploring the topic along with your children. I really look
forward to seeing the home learning brought into school after the
break, especially the very creative ways some tasks will have been approached.

Dates for your diary
17-21.02.2020
24.02.2020
25-28.02.2020
16-20.03.2020
17.03.2020

Half term holiday—school closed
School & Nursery reopens
Book Faiir
Shakespear Week
World Book Day

If your child is absent from school the day before or the day after this half-term (or
any school holiday), you must provide evidence, such as a G.P. appointment card,
NOT a letter). If you cannot get an appointment, please bring him or her into school
and our First-Aider will check your child and provide a note for our records.

Book Donations

Finally, we have said goodbye to our student teachers who have worked so
hard with your children. I know you will join me in thanking them for all their
hard work and wishing them the very best for the future.
Wising you all a happy and healthy half term break!
Alexander Banks

Thank you to Maximus and family for their donation of books.

Science Week
We have had a great Science Week at Wessex! In addition to the
science activities in the classrooms, 'Professor' Susie came to deliver an exciting launch assembly and to carry out two days' of
workshops for all the classes. Whitefield's science ambassadors
also put on a fiery science show for KS2! The week finished with a
Science Fair in the hall; we hope that you were able to come and see
the children's work.

Thank you also to Lydia and Zak’s family for their kind donation.
If you have books you would like to donate to the school we would be
very grateful. Thank you.

Monday 17th—Friday 21st February
School Closed– Half Term Holiday
Nursery & School reopen on Monday 24th February 2020

Letters home this week:
Nur-Y6

Letter from DfES update on corona virus with
advice and guidance posters.

Friday Brain Teaser

Parent/Teacher Consultations
Thank you to those of you who have already attended a consultation with
your child's class teacher.
To help you support your child's learning, please visit 'Parentzone' on our
school website, where you will find educational videos related to Phonics
and Maths. These videos link directly to the National Curriculum and the
Letters and Sounds phonics programme.

A man pushes his car to a hotel and tells the owner that
he is bankrupt. Why?
Last week’s Brain Teaser:
What has hands but can’t clap?
Answer: A clock

Joker’s Corner
How do scientists freshen their breath
With experi-mints!

Tea with the Head

Nursery

This week Nursery children had lots of fun participating in Science Week. They have enjoyed
many experiments during the science workshops and in the classroom. The children made slime
and fizzy sherbet powder, popped smoke bubbles, explored sound, dug for dinosaur fossils and
melted ice blocks to rescue frozen animals. They have also experimented with static butterflies
and balloons as well as explored windy weather by flying kites made with plastic bags. Most
importantly however, they have learned that science is really fun! To finish off the week, we
had a very special treat and one of the mums, who is a nurse, came to teach us how to wash
hands to make sure we don't spread gems and keep ourselves healthy.

Reception As we come to the end of this half term, we have been very busy being scientists! We kick started

Science Week with a fun assembly and workshop, during which we learned how to make sherbet
and slime! Yuck! We hope you had fun with this at home! In class we tried our own experiments
involving making moon craters and exploding coke. We tested different ways to make a rocket
move and created some more slime for the aliens. At the end of the week we were lucky to have
a visit from a real scientist, one of our parents. We hope you have seen the wonderful writing the
children have been doing to explain their science. In our maths, we learned about sorting
different objects by looking carefully at shapes, colours and types. We have also been learning
new phonemes including igh, or, ar and ow, so have a look at the home learning for this week
and keep on practising! Enjoy your holiday!

Year 1

Year 2

We have been very excited this week about Science Week. We had an amazing science workshop
showing us lots of fantastic experiments including, how to make slime and sherbet! We have
been writing recounts of the workshop and some of our experiments. We are trying very hard
with our writing. In maths, we have been practising counting forwards from 0 to 50 and
backwards from 50 to 0. Our ability to use a range of mathematical resources and demonstrate
our working out pictorially is very impressive.
Have a lovely holiday. Thanks for all your support this half term.
This past week was Science Week at Wessex Gardens! We have been busy conducting
experiments each day and writing about each one in our Science Week diaries. We also had a
visit from a scientist who told us about what she does at work, and she also helped us make
sherbet and slime! During the week, we also learned about Dr Maggie Aderin-Pocock, who is a
British space scientist and science educator. She inspired us to learn more about space and the
planets in our solar system. In maths, we continued learning about statistics, including how to
make block diagrams and pictograms. In English, we finished reading Claude in the City- ask your
children what they liked about the story! If your child would like to read about Claude and more
of his adventures, look out for some of his other books!

Year 3

For the last week of this half term, Year 3 have been working with money during their
mathematics lessons. We have been revising which coins we have and making different amounts
with different coins as well as converting pounds to pence. Over the half term, you might want to
practise these skills as well as finding change (which we will be doing after the holidays). As part
of our Science Week, we have studied the scientist Marie Curie. We looked at her life, her
achievements and her legacy. We have used this information to each write an informative
biography to present at the Science Fair. Our next topic will be on climate so please complete as
many tasks as you can from our topic quest homework. Enjoy the half term break! From Miss K
and Miss Garfinkel.

Year 4

We have been enjoying our Science Week in Year 4, doing lots of fun science activities. We have
also been learning about a famous scientist who was working during our centenary years; our
one was the botanist, George Washington Carver. We have finished the newspaper reports in
English. Our mathematics work has been on fractions. We'll be starting next term with a Topic
Quest - How Does Water Go Round and Round? Have a great break!

Year 5

We have an exciting week! Monday morning, we were able to make our way to Whitefield's to
view an incredible production by the theatre team. On top of this wonderful opportunity we have
had Science Week at Wessex Gardens. We planted Chilli trees, made parachutes and will
continued with some fun experiments during the week. Children have begun to learn how to
multiply by 10, 100, 1000 in maths and in English, we have been writing our final draft of our
recount in I.T.

Year 6

It's Science Week! We have been busy making sherbet, slime and tornadoes whilst also learning
about the life and achievements of the scientist Stephen Hawking. We have been looking forward
to the Science Fair to show our parents some of the learning we have been doing during Science
Week. In addition to this, we have also begun work our explanatory writing text in English and
have so far looked at the features of the text and started to plan our own. It was lovely to see so
many parents attend our meetings on Monday and Tuesday; what a great opportunity to share
all of the hard work that the Year 6 children are putting into their studies! It is not too late to
make an appointment, please speak to one of the Year 6 team.

Children invited to Tea with the Head this week
were:
Pine
Chestnut
Palm
Redwood
Oak
Cedar
Hawthorn
Hazel
Acacia
Sycamore
Magnolia
Mahogany

David
Denis
Enam
Mya
Ardil
Iza
Nathan
Inaaya
Chloe
Tobiasz
Ayham
Avi

Well done!

Stars of the week this week are:
Wonderful Work of the Week:
Alex P, Pine class
Neil, Chestnut class
Fadel, Redwood class
Max, Pine class
Superstar of the Week:
Jumana, Pine class
Leila, Chestnut class
Celia, Redwood class
Rauf, Pine class
Certificate of Merit:
Devisa, Oak class
Richard, Cedar class
Kora, Cedar class
Mariem, Hawthorn
Ali, Sycamore class
Ilyas, Magnolia class
Zen Magnolia class
Diana, Mahogany

Attendance and Punctuality this week
Attendance % Lates
Chestnut
Pine
Palm
Redwood
Cedar
Oak
Hawthorn
Hazel
Acacia
Sycamore
Magnolia
Mahogany

88%
83%
97%
96%
98%
91%
93%
98%
95%
96%
96%
99%

2
0
3
0
1
5
5
6
1
3
5
4

No classes achieved 100% attendance this week.
Mahogany class—so close!
Follow us on twitter @wessexgardens

