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School Reminders, Requests &
Information
Dates for your diary

Welcome to this week’s
Newsletter
Great to see everyone today ready for a sporty afternoon! We sold out of all
the Sport Relief goodies so a huge thank you for your generosity!
I have once again been impressed with the children's learning. I read some
fabulous diary entries from Year 3 and our Y5 worked collaboratively during
their maths challenge based on a square metre.
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Shakespeare Week
Book Day
Y4 out to Whitefield School all day
Mothers Day
British Summer Time begins—clocks go forward 1 hour
Y5&6 Road Safety Workshops
Nursery—last day of term
School—last day of term, school closing 1.30pm
After school club CLOSED

I accompanied Y6 to an excellent production of Hamlet by the Royal
Shakespeare Company. The children even got to ask the actors questions. This
was a great lead in to our Shakespeare week! I hope your children are ready
with their Traditional Tale costumes on Tuesday. I can't wait to see how
creative you can be!
Have a lovely weekend!
Alexander Banks
Headteacher

Courses at Wessex
What courses would you like to take place here at Wessex Gardens? If you
have ideas of what courses you would like to take part in or find out more about
what courses we have coming up here—please come to our Coffee Morning on
19th March, 9am in the Rainbow House—all welcome!
Family Links course starts on 18th March and runs for 10 weeks.
Paediatric First Aid course starts on 22nd April to 3rd June. Please come to
school office to sign up. Thank you.
Zanaba & Gavin

Friday Brain Teaser
This week’s Brain Teaser:
What travels around the world staying in the same corner?
Last week’s Brain Teaser:
Can you spot the 12 differences in the pictures below?

Term Dates 2019/2020 (this academic year)
Spring Term 2020
First Half:
Half Term Holiday:
Second Half:

06.01.2020–14.02.2020
17.02.2020– 21.02.2020 (school closed)
24.02.2020– 03.04.2020

Summer Term 2020
First Half:
VE Day:
Half Term Holiday:
Second Half:

20.04.2020-21.05.2020
08.05.2020 (school closed)
22.05.2020–29.05.2020 (school closed)
01.06.2020– 17.07.2020

Joker’s Corner
What did the frog say as he looked through the
books at the library?
Reddit! Reddit! Reddit!

Letters home this week:
Rec-Y6
Nurs-Y6

Video resources letter
Corona virus update (by email)

Tea with the Head

Nursery

This week we have been reading, re-telling and re-enacting 'The Three Billy Goats Gruff'
story using small-world play, stick puppets and masks made by the children. We have also
been learning about two different festivals Hindu Holi and Jewish Purim so the children
made some colourful blow paintings and enjoyed dressing up as different characters such
as superheroes, fairies or princesses. Please read 'The Three Billy Goats Gruff' with your
children at home too and talk to them about the story.

Reception We have continued our fun exploration of traditional tales by making some porridge just
like that in our story, The Magic Porridge Pot. We learned some new vocabulary including
'recipe', and followed one to make it, with oats and milk. We also had fun with numbers,
learning how to represent them by counting or drawing them. We focused on the teen
numbers, so we can be really good at counting to 20! Don't forget we are looking forward
to an exciting dressing up day on Tuesday for Book Day.

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Year 4

This week we have been continuing the story The Magic Porridge Pot. We were very
impressed with the children’s writing about the story in their homework. So many of the
children remembered the key phrases in the story. We have been very busy looking at the
key features of a recipe, writing instructions for making porridge and the highlight of the
week ...... making porridge!!! In topic we created some lovely posters about different types
of weather. Our challenge was to work in a small group and think of as many words as we
can to describe a particular type of weather e.g rain, sun, storm. We were able to use some
amazing vocabulary. In maths, we have been revisiting counting in 2's using a variety of
resources. We are learning to count in 5's and have thoroughly enjoyed counting all of the
fingers in our class. We are enjoying some new games about counting in 2's and 5's.
This week, we have begun learning about fractions in maths. We have introduced the
terms numerator and denominator, and have explained what they mean. If you would
like to help at home with fractions, please find opportunities to show real-life fractions,
such as cutting a sandwich in halves or into quarters. They must remember that fractions
refer to something that is cut into equal parts (eg. half a sandwich is one part of two equal
parts). In English, we planned and wrote our own stories based on The Lonely Beast. Some
of our beasts went to space, some muddled through their first days of school, others did
some time travelling... all of the children's stories were very exciting to read, as you can
imagine! Please remember to send borrowed reading books back into school on Mondays
in Palm and on Fridays in Redwood. Those are the ONLY days that we are able to change
books.
This week Year 3 have been busy writing leaflets persuading people to visit the fascinating
country of Tobago. They began by analysing tourism leaflets created by some of our pupils
in Year 5. They evaluated the use of the persuasive techniques these pupils had used in
their work. They decided that rhetorical questions and the use of second person were most
effective in persuading the reader. They then worked on creating their own versions of
these in class. You can ask them what their favourite rhetorical questions were. By the end
of the week they had finished completing their brilliant leaflets persuading people to come
and visit Tobago! They are beautifully illustrated and we are proud of the work they have
done. Keep it up Year 3!
The children have been studying explanation texts this week, and have planned and written
their own ones about the water cycle; English, science and geography skills all in one
document! In mathematics, the children have moved on to decimal fractions. They have
started studying states of matter in science. The children are also continuing with their
singing practice in readiness for the performance on March 19th.

Year 5

This week in Year 5, we have been investigating the concept of area through the use of
exciting investigations. We then calculatws the area of shapes through the use of
arithmetic. In English, 5 Acacia are wrapping up their writing to do with the human life
cycle which will soon be transferred into their final pieces and 5 Sycamore are coming to
the end of their cycle with their newspaper reports. In topic, we are reviewing the life of
the Buddha which will eventually produce our next writing piece of a biography. We are
very impressed with how hard Year 5 are working to achieve their full potential. 5 Acacia
were the winners of Fabulous Friday and are very excited to have won twice in two weeks.
Well done Year 5, keep up the hard work.

Year 6

This week we have been continuing our learning around the theme 'Frozen Kingdom', by
writing a newspaper report based on the sinking of RMS Titanic. We have looked at the
difference between first and third class passenger conditions and considered the
importance of how reliable historical sources are to learn from. In maths, we have
continued our work on area and perimeter and will now be moving on to ratio and
proportion next week. Both Year 6 classes were very excited to be fitted with a brand new
interactive white board this week and we can't wait to start using this new resource to aid
our learning in the classroom! Wishing you all a very restful weekend.

Children invited to Tea with the
Head this week were:
Pine
Chestnut
Palm
Redwood
Oak
Cedar
Hawthorn
Hazel
Acacia
Sycamore
Magnolia
Mahogany

Liba
Hussain
Kyan-Lee
Mohammed
Rudaina
Saba
Gaia
Ava
Julka (Julia)
Laura
Tabarak
Yasmine

Well done!

Stars of the week this week are:
Wonderful Work of the Week:
Greta, Pine class
Zahra, Chestnut class
Kacper, Redwood clsss
Vihren Palm class

Superstar of the Week:
Aisha, Pine class
Anik, Chestnut class
Zayd , Palm class
Munai, Radwood class
Certificate of Merit:
Uchechi, Cedar class
Dina, Oak class
Bridie, Hawthorn class
Baqer, Hazel class
Amina, Acacia class
Tobiasz, Sycamore class
Everton, Mahogany class
Noor, Magnolia class

Attendance and Punctuality this week
Attendance % Lates
Chestnut
Pine
Palm
Redwood
Cedar
Oak
Hawthorn
Hazel
Acacia
Sycamore
Magnolia
Mahogany

99%
96%
89%
99%
98%
95%
98%
97%
94%
89%
99%
96%

5
0
0
1
0
1
3
3
1
2
3
3

No classes achieved 100% attendance this week
Chestnut, Redwood & Magnolia classesso close!
Follow us on twitter @wessexgardens

