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Welcome to
this week’s
Newsletter

School Reminders & Information
Dates for your diary
25.01.2022
Inclusion Team Coffee Morning
26.01.2022
Reception & Y6 Height & Weight (rescheduled)
14-18.02.2022 Half term holiday—school closed

Another lovely week despite the very chilly weather!
Our pool is up and running again after being closed for some
refurbishment. I do hope the children have tod you how great
it now looks!
It is lovely to see the children so engaged in their learning. Our
Y3 and Y4 children are thoroughly enjoying learning all about
teeth - I am sure we have future dentists among them!
I do hope you are managing to talk to your children about their
learning, remember to ask them about what they are learning
as instead of what they are doing... it is a subtle but very
important difference.
Thank you to all families who are sending their child to school
with the correct uniform - including black shoes/ trainers.
Please speak to a member of staff if you need any support with
uniform.
Have a lovely weekend.
Alexander Banks
Headteacher

TERM DATES 2021/2022
SPRING TERM 2022

FIRST HALF:

Wednesday 5th January – Friday 11th February

HALF TERM HOLIDAY:

Monday 14th February – Friday 18th February

SECOND HALF:

Monday 21st February – Friday 1st April

SUMMER TERM 2022
FIRST HALF:

Tuesday 19th April – Friday 27th May

MAY DAY:

Monday 2nd May

HALF TERM HOLIDAY: Monday 30th May – Tuesday 7th June
SECOND HALF:

Wednesday 8th June – Friday 22nd July

The half term holiday dates for the Summer term 2022
have changed due to the additional Jubilee Bank Holiday.
Please see confirmed dates above.

Reception Class for September 2022

Year 1 & 2 Royal Tea Parties
Year 1 and 2 have enjoyed learning
about the Queen and on Thursday
6th January for Year 1; and Monday
10th January for Year 2; each year
group were treated to a special
Royal Tea Party. The children
dressed in their best clothes and
were delighted with a visit from the
Queen.

If your child was born between 1st September 2017 and the 31st
August 2018 you will need to apply for a Reception place to start
in September 2022. Applications will need to be made online at
www.edmissions.org.uk
Information has already been sent to
Nursery parents/carers. If you need further information or advice
please speak to Mrs Baker in the school office. Applications need
to be made before the closing date of 15th January 2022. Children
attending Nursery will not automatically be given a place in
Reception so please make sure you apply on time.

Letters home this week:
Acacia
Cedar
Nurs-Y6
Hawthron
Chestnut
Silver Birch

Covid case in Acacia class
Covid case in Cedar class
Care Quality Commision & Ofsted—
letter re SEND area inspection
Covid case in Hawthorn class
Covid case in Chestnut class
Covid case in Silver Birch class

Tea with the Head

Nursery

We would like to welcome all of our new children and their families to Nursery.
Many thanks for working in partnership with us to ensure a very positive start to
your child’s time at Wessex Gardens. We are continuing our theme ‘Dinosaurs’ this
week. We have enjoyed listening and responding to different Dinosaur stories
including Bumpus Jumpus Dinosaurumpus! By Tony Mitton and Guy Parker Reeves
and Harry and the Bucketful of Dinosaurs by Ian Whybrow. We loved creating our
own 3rd Dinosaurs and were able to choose our own materials and join these
together in lots of different creative ways. We enjoy using our imagination in the
Nursery. We have enjoyed discovering some amazing facts about Dinosaurs too.
We demonstrated lots of enthusiasm when creating our large scale map of a
Dinosaur Island and entered into lots of discussion about the different features on
our map, some of us even attempted to write labels! In maths, we have been
ordering Dinosaurs from the shortest to the longest. We found out that a would
have been Diplodocus 27 metres long. That’s the length of 3 buses!
Enjoy your weekend
The Nursery Team

Reception This week in Reception we have been learning about Rapunzel. We have looked at
different versions of the story and talked about the characters, then the children
designed some wonderful castles for Rapunzel. We started to create a castle for
the role-play area and children printed the walls to make them look like they were
made of stones. We also made a small castle out of recycled materials such as
boxes, cardboard tubes and bottles for our small-world. Inspired by the story, we
also looked at past and present times and compared the lives then and now. It has
been a very busy week!
Year 1

Year 2

This week in Year 1, we have been busy making booklets about the Queen. We have
been exploring her daily life, family and pets. Our favourite fact is that the Crown
Jewels are stored in the Tower of London. Did you know she also started horse
riding at age 7? She also has four different homes - can you name them all?
In Year 2 this week we learnt all about the Queen. We used our reading skills to
gather information and then wrote a non-chronological report. We used aerial
maps to locate Buckingham Palace and other features of London. In maths, we
began our topic on money by recognising the values of coins and adding in pounds
and pence.

Year 3 & 4 Year 3 and 4 have firmly 'sunk their teeth' into our exciting new topic about the
digestive system. This week we have been researching information about teeth and
how to maintain good oral hygiene. The children have retrieved and summarised
information from a variety of texts to create their own fact file. In maths, we have
started multiplying and dividing and investigated arrays to understand that
multiplication is repeated addition and division is repeated subtraction. It has been
lovely to see how the children have been fully engaging and participating in this
interesting topic.
Year 5

Year 6

We hope you have had a fantastic start to the New Year. We are beginning the term
with our new Pharaoh topic and exploring the beauties of the Middle East. In maths
we have been studying factors and multiples and the children are displaying their
confidence with their times tables. In history, we have been analysing the different
statues and figures represented in the Middle East. Year 5 have been very fortunate
to receive some professional sports training in P.E this week. Homework has been
provided in the format of CGP books, please ensure your child is completing their
work accordingly. We look forward to another week of learning. Please remember
to use websites like FreeRice and TopMarks for Revision.

This week , Year 6 have been revisiting equivalent fractions, as well learning
how to convert mixed number fractions to improper fractions. As part of
our Topic learning, we have been discussing the reasons that could have
played a role in the sinking of the RMS Titanic. In English, we have been
preparing to write reports giving detail about these events and advising
how to avoid such disasters in the future. Have a lovely weekend!

The children invited to Tea with the
Head this week were:
Maple
Chestnut
Palm
Redwood
Cedar
Hawthorn
Hazel
Acacia
Sycamore
Mahogany
Magnolia

Aisha
Afsa
Harvey
Yusur
Aaminah
Moise
Livia
Amila
Gersi
Esther
Keira

Congratulations!

Stars of the Week

Superstars of the week
Ivan, Maple class
Kaleb, Chestnut class
Jana, Palm class
Natalie, Redwood class

Certificate of Merit
Rayhana, Cedar class
Malek, Hawthorn class
Neil, Hazel class
Camelia, Acacia Class
Ibby, Sycamore class
Bridie, Mahogany class
Mujtaba, Magnolia class

Reader of the Week
Shirley, Maple class
Yusuf, Chestnut class
Celin, Palm class
Bronek, Redwood class
Alexa, Cedar class
Amy, Hawthorn
Aaliyah, Hazel class
Angela, Acacia class
Sofi, Sycamore class
Ali, Mahogany class
Umar, Magnolia class

Well done!

Hand Sewing Class
Relax and Have Fun Learning
23rd February to 30th March
This course is designed to encourage and give the confidence to learn basic sewing steps
which may lead to further courses for pattern cutting, use of sewing machines and
producing gifts, clothes etc.
This 6 week course will demonstrate and introduce the practical application to the
techniques of cutting, pinning, and sewing, illustrating how numbers/maths is in
everything we do.
It will encouraging learners to adopt a new skill which can be adapted for child
participation to make things at home. Listening to instruction, team work, numeracy and
problem solving are all elements of the course.
Please sign up at the office (limited spaces) or see Zanaba for further details.

Paediatric First Aid
2022
This is a fun and informative,
action packed course with a
mix of practical scenarios,
and some reading to ensure
you feel confident dealing
with a child or baby First Aid
emergency.

5 weeks – 100% attendance required
Please sign up at the office
Or contact Zanaba for more details

Assessment
There is a multiple
choice and practical
assessment during
sessions.

Certification
Upon successful
completion of the
course you will receive a
Paediatric First Aid
certificate valid for 3
years.

