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Dates for your diary 
 
03.09.2026 School reopens Y1-Y6 
07.09.2026 Nursery reopens for existing children 
07.09.2026 Reception staggered intakes— 
  please check your letter for start date 
26-30.10.2026 Half term—school closed 
 

 
 

Nursery will reopen for existing children on  
Monday 7th September 2026.   

 

Welcome to this 
week’s  
Newsletter 
 
 
 

As we come to the end of another wonderful          
academic year, I would like to say a heartfelt thank 
you to everyone who has helped make this year such 
a success. Our sincere thanks go to our dedicated 
staff, supportive governors, and our fantastic parents 
and carers for the encouragement, partnership and 
trust you have shown throughout the year. 
 
Most importantly, thank you to our incredible       
children. Your enthusiasm, kindness, resilience and 
determination have made us all immensely proud. To 
our Year 6 pupils and all those leaving Wessex      
Gardens Primary and Nursery School, we wish you 
every success and happiness as you begin the next 
stage of your journey. We know you will achieve 
great things. To everyone returning in September, we 
look forward to welcoming you back, refreshed, 
ready to learn and excited for another successful 
year together. 
 
Finally, thank you for your generosity and  
thoughtfulness at the end of term. The many cards, 
kind messages and gifts received by our staff have 
been greatly appreciated. Your kindness means a 
great deal to us and is a wonderful reminder of the 
strong partnership we share as a school community. 
 
Have a safe, relaxing and enjoyable summer holiday. 
We look forward to seeing our returning pupils in 
September, ready for another exciting year at      
Wessex Gardens Primary and Nursery School. 
 
Mr Banks 
Headteacher 
 

School Reminders  

& Information 

 

 
TERM DATES AND HOLIDAYS 2026-2027 

 
 
AUTUMN TERM 2026 
 
FIRST HALF: Thursday 3rd September – Friday 23rd October 
HALF TERM  
HOLIDAY:     Monday 26th October – Monday 2nd November   
SECOND HALF: Tuesday 3rd November – Friday 18th December 
 
 
SPRING TERM 2027 
 
FIRST HALF:         Tuesday 5th January – Friday 12th February 
HALF TERM 
HOLIDAY: Monday 15th February – Monday 22nd February 
SECOND HALF: Tuesday 23rd February – Thursday 25th March  
 
 
SUMMER TERM 2027 
 
FIRST HALF:          Monday 12th April – Friday 28nd May  
MAY DAY:            Monday 3rd May  
HALF TERM  
HOLIDAY: Monday 31st May – Monday 7th June 
SECOND HALF: Tuesday 8th June – Thursday 22nd July   

Letters home this week 
 
No letters home this week.   
 



Nursery As we come to the end of another wonderful year in Nursery, I would like to say what an absolute privilege it has been to watch each and 
every one of our children grow in confidence, independence and curiosity. To our amazing children, thank you for filling our days with 
laughter, kindness, imagination and endless smiles—you have made us incredibly proud, and we know you are more than ready for your 
exciting next adventure either in Reception or those returning to Nursery.  To our parents and families, thank you for your trust, 
encouragement and partnership throughout the year; your support has played such an important part in your children's success. Finally, I 
would like to say a heartfelt thank you to my incredible team—Asiya, Phil and Lilia. Your dedication, care, patience and commitment have 
created a nurturing environment where every child has been able to flourish. It has been a joy working alongside you all, and together we 
have shared so many special moments that we will always treasure. Wishing everyone a happy, safe and relaxing Summer,  and every 
success for the exciting journey ahead.  

Reception It has been a pleasure to watch the children grow in confidence, develop new skills and create many happy memories together. This term 
has been filled with exciting learning opportunities, celebrations and achievements, and we are incredibly proud of everything the 
children have accomplished. Their enthusiasm, resilience and kindness have made this a truly special year. 
We would also like to extend our sincere thanks to all of our families for your support with school events, trips, fundraising and day-to-day 
school life. Your involvement makes a real difference to our school community. 
To those families moving on to new schools or new adventures, we wish you every success and happiness for the future. You will always 
be a valued part of our school family. Thank you once again for a fantastic year. 
With best wishes,  
The Silver Birch team   

Year 1 
  
 
 

Thank you so much for coming to our Year 1 Singing Assembly. The children worked incredibly hard for their performance, and we hope 
you enjoyed watching them. It has been wonderful to see how much they have grown in confidence throughout the year, and I am so 
proud of all they have achieved. Thank you for all your support this year. It has made a real difference, and it has been a pleasure teaching 
your children. We wish you all a happy, relaxing Summer break! 

Year 2 It has been a lovely week in Year 2. The children finished writing their own versions of 'Tidy' and put in a great effort towards these. Keep 
up that remarkable writing Team Oak and I'm looking forward to finding out about those diary entries that you will be writing over the 
Summer holidays! In Maths, the children interpreted pictograms and had to count in 2s, 5s and 10s. Remember to keep practising those 
times tables! In Science, we created fantastic posters to reduce litter pollution, showing our scientific learning and understanding. 
A huge well done on your amazing efforts this year Team Oak! I hope you all have a wonderful, restful holiday.  

Year 3 Year 3 have had a fun end to the term! We have been practising our times tables and, in English, the children have been using their 
imaginations to write their own creative stories about a flying saucer. We also enjoyed celebrating all of our hard work with a fantastic 
class party, which was a lovely way to end the school year together. 
We would also like to say a huge thank you to Ishaq for kindly donating a book for every child in the class. Your thoughtful generosity has 
made the class so happy, and we are incredibly grateful!  
As this is my final Newsletter, I would like to say a heartfelt thank you to all of the children, families and staff for your kindness and 
support throughout my time teaching at Wessex. It has been a privilege to teach 3 Sycamore, and I am so proud of everything the children 
have achieved. I wish you all the very best as you move into Year 4—keep working hard, believing in yourselves and enjoying every 
opportunity to learn. Have a wonderful, safe and relaxing Summer. Well done, Year 3!  

Year 4 This week, we spent time reflecting on our Year 4 journey together. We looked back at our favourite memories, celebrated our successes 
and shared food together as a class to mark the end of a wonderful year. It was a lovely opportunity to appreciate how much everyone 
has grown and to celebrate the friendships that have been made. 
In English, we completed our final writing piece by writing persuasive letters to local officials about environmental issues that matter to 
us. We used everything they have learned this year to present clear arguments, support their opinions with evidence and encourage 
positive action to help protect our environment. Their thoughtful ideas and passion for making a difference were wonderful to see. 
A big thank you to all the families who joined us for our class assembly. The children worked so hard to learn their lines, songs and 
performances, and we were delighted to be able to share their learning and celebrate their achievements with you. They should all feel 
incredibly proud of themselves. 
As the Summer holidays begin, we hope everyone has a well-deserved rest and enjoys spending time with family and friends. We would 
like to wish all of our Year 4 children the very best as they move on to Year 5. We know they are ready for the exciting challenges ahead 
and are confident they will continue to shine. 
Thank you for all of your support throughout the year. It has been a pleasure teaching such a fantastic class, and we wish you all a safe, 
happy and relaxing Summer break. 

Year 5 What a fun final week we have had in Year 5! It has been a wonderful way to end a fantastic year together. 
In English, the children completed and published their persuasive debate writing. They explored different viewpoints, giving reasons for 
and against the development of wilderness areas. They worked hard to use modal verbs, rhetorical questions and persuasive language to 
strengthen their arguments, producing some excellent final pieces. 
In Maths, we focused on calculating and comparing volume, using our understanding of multiplication and measurement to solve a range 
of practical problems. 
We also enjoyed celebrating the end of the year with our class parties, giving us the opportunity to spend time together, reflect on all we 
have achieved and make some wonderful final memories as a class. 
Thank you for all your support throughout the year. It has been a pleasure teaching your children and watching them grow in confidence, 
independence and resilience. We are incredibly proud of everything they have accomplished and know they are ready for the exciting 
challenges of Year 6. 
Wishing you all a wonderful, relaxing and safe Summer holiday. We look forward to welcoming the children back in September for 
another exciting year of learning! 

Year 6 As we come to the end of an unforgettable year, we would like to thank all our families for your continued support. This week, our Year 6 
production was a huge success, and we are incredibly proud of the children's confidence, talent and hard work. Thank you to everyone 
who came to watch and support them. The children also enjoyed signing each other's shirts, a wonderful tradition that gave them the 
chance to celebrate the friendships and memories they have made during their time at primary school. To our amazing Year 6 pupils, 
thank you for being such a fantastic class. We are so proud of how much you have grown in confidence, resilience and maturity, and we 
know you are ready for the exciting journey ahead. We wish you every success and happiness in secondary school—believe in yourselves, 
work hard, be kind and make the most of every opportunity. Have a wonderful Summer, and good luck! 





Read to the Beat! Summer Reading Challenge 2026 

From Saturday 4 July 

Barnet Libraries are taking part in the Read to the Beat! Summer Reading Challenge 2026 and will soon be inviting children to 

get into the rhythm of reading over the school holidays. Delivered in partnership with The Reading Agency and Universal Music 

Group UK, this music-themed challenge celebrates how stories and songs can inspire, connect and spark imagination.  

It’s a great way to address children’s reading ‘dip’ over the summer, build on literacy skills, and keep up the momentum of 

reading for pleasure. 

Children from 4 to 12 years can sign up at any Barnet library from Saturday 4 July and throughout the holidays. To complete 
the challenge, participants must read six library books of their own choice – from stories to comics to factual books. They can 
also read eBooks via Libby and eAudiobooks via BorrowBox. 
Children will collect rewards and stickers for reading, and a certificate and medal on completion. There is also a special mini 

challenge for under 4s, encouraging families with younger children to join in the fun. 

Alongside the challenge, libraries will host a lively programme of music-themed events, including craft activities, DJ and rap 

workshops, STEM sessions, and instrument-making. 

Find out more at www.barnet.gov.uk/summerreadingchallenge. 

How schools can get involved 

Primary schools have always been a great help to libraries in getting the message out there to children, parents, and carers.  

Your school can: 

Contact Barnet Libraries for a link to join our virtual assemblies on 9 and 13 July 

Talk about it at assemblies or in the classroom. Request a copy of our short presentation, or use The Reading Agency’s video 
for visuals. 

Inform parents/carers about Read to the Beat! via school newsletters 

Encourage parents to sign up for our newsletter for families at www.barnet.gov.uk/librarynewsletters 

Contact us 

For more information and resources, email libraryevents@barnet.gov.uk 

Rachel Reilly 

Service Development Librarian 

Barnet Libraries 

https://libbyapp.com/library/barnet/guide/kids
https://barnet.borrowbox.com/eaudiobooks/children/featured
http://www.barnet.gov.uk/summerreadingchallenge
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sMuo6FoK8bk
http://www.barnet.gov.uk/librarynewsletters
mailto:libraryevents@barnet.gov.uk







